DANTE AND BEATRICE

priest who thus bows his head in the awful sanctuary
of his first love. So the very artifice with which in
the " Vita Nuova " we see Dante delighting to
fret little golden "chambers of imagery" for the
honey, and delicate lachrimatories for the sorrow,
of his love, is in itself an added touch of reality.

Very youthful and lover-like is the vein of
mystical superstition which runs through the
confession, as, for example, the insistence on the
number nine in the opening sentences and through-
out. Not without hidden significance, it seemed
to the young poet, was it that he should have
met Beatrice when she was almost beginning
her ninth year and he almost ending his. Here
alone was an evidence that they were born for
each other. Who can forget his hushed account
of his first meeting with that " youngest of the
angels" ?

" Nine times already since my birth had the
heaven of light returned to the selfsame point
almost, as concerns its own revolution, when first
the glorious Lady of my mind was made manifest
to my eyes, even she who was called Beatrice by
many who knew not wherefore. She had already
been in this life for so long as that, within her
time, the starry heaven had moved towards the
eastern quarter one of the twelve parts of a degree;
so that she appeared to me at the beginning of
her ninth year almost, and I saw her almost at
the end of my ninth year. Her dress, on that
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